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not significant except for loin cut weight and kidneys fat
weight (P<0.05). Also, the slaughter age had almost no
significant effect on carcass and non-carcass traits g / 100
& body weight. However, the pre-slaughter weight, dressing
weight and kidneys fat weight were increased (P<0.05 or
P<0.01) with advancement of slaughter age from 12 to 16
weeks of age. The experimental diets had no-significant
effect on _meat composition and blood components (except
total lipids). From all the previous results, it could be
concluded that mixtures of Fahl with either barley,
ryegrass or oats hay can replace Fahl hay used in rabbit
diets without any adverse effects on growth performance
and carcass traits at 12 and 16 weeks of age .
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The high cost of conventional feed ingredients in the rabbit
diets has generated the interest in exploring alternative
inexpensive feed resources to cover the requirements of rabbits.
The high fiber content of forage mixtures hay makes it of limited
use with non-ruminant species. In spite of the fact that crude fiber
is poorly digested by rabbits, it plays an important role in
maintaining normal functions of the digestive tract and in
preventing enteritis which is a common problem in rabbits
production (Cheeke et al.,1986).

Egyptian clover (Trifolium alexandrium L.), is the main
source of green forage for animal feeding during winter and spring
seasonsThe total cultivated area of Egyptian clover in Egypt was
2.386 million feddans in 1995 which produced about 51.244
million tons of green forage yield according to Agricultural
Statistics of Ministry of Agriculture of Egypt (1996).

Increasing the Egyptian clover yield and its quality per unit
area is of great national importance to meet the increased demand
for animal feed. El-Hakeem (1981) and EI-Sheikh,(1999) found
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DIFFERENT FORAGE MIXTURES OF HAY ON
PERFORMANCE OF GROWING RABBITS
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A total number of 64 New Zealand - Gabali crossbred
male weanling rabbits (dweeks old) were divided randomly
into 4 equal groups with approximately similar body
weight (620.33- 625.00g). Rabbits of each group were
randomly distributed to one of four isonitrogenous and
isoenergetic experimental diets which contained 25% hay of
either Fahl clover, Fahl + barley, Fahl+ ryegrass or Fahl
+oats during the experimental period (12 weeks). Results
obtained showed that no significant effect of experimental
diets on average body weight, average daily gain, feed
conversion, performance index % and economical efficiency
values of growing rabbits during all the experimental
periods (4-8,8-12,12-16 weeks of age). Whereas, the
differences in daily feed consumption due to experimental
diets effect were significant (P<0.01) through all the
experimental periods. Results reveald that the differences in
nutrients digestibility values due to experimental diets
effects were not significant except for CF and EE values
(P<0.01). The prevention of coprophagy in rabbits
insignificantly decreased the digestibility of all nutirents
except CF which was significant (P<0.05). No significant
differences were found in cecum activity due to diets effect.

The experimental diets had no significant effect on all
live body and carcass measurements except for body length
and carcass length which were significant (P<0.01).
Whereas ,all live body and carcass measurements (except
thigh length) were significantly (P<0.05 and P<0.01)
increased with advancement of slaughter age from 12 to 16
weeks of age. The differences in all carcass and non-
carcass traits g [ 100 g body weight due to diets effect were




